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Hair for Hope 2017 Kicks Off with More Than 230 Shavees at
Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery

Singapore, 30 April 2017 — Hair for Hope, the only head-shaving event in Singapore by
Children’s Cancer Foundation (CCF) to raise funds and awareness of childhood cancer kicks
off at Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery (KMSPKS). This marks the 15"
consecutive year of Hair for Hope.

KMSPKS has been one of the top three CCF Hair for Hope satellite partners for the past five
years, raising a total of more than $800,000 for children with cancer and their families. This
is the sixth year that KMSPKS is coming on board as a satellite partner for Hair for Hope.
Their target is to attract 300 shavees and raise at least $150,000 by 30 July 2017.

Exemplifying the values of selflessness and compassion, staff, volunteers, and devotees of
KMSPKS will shave their heads to support and show children with cancer that it is okay to be
bald.

Three shavees, 48-year-old Mr Victor Kuik Yoong Hong, 53-year-old Ms Amy Low Wai Meng
and 47-year-old Guek Peng Siong will kick-off this year’s Hair for Hope at KMSPKS.

Mr Victor Kuik Yoong Hong will shave for the first time at Hair for Hope in memory of his
younger brother whom he had lost to childhood cancer 28 years ago. At the age of 20, Victor
recalled shouldering the heavy responsibilities of caring for his 16-year-old brother. He
hopes to share the message that “when a child gets cancer, everyone in the family is
affected”.

Ms Amy Low Wai Meng, a devoted Buddhist who is shaving for the fifth consecutive year,
believes in seizing every opportunity to contribute simply because she can. When she knew
of Hair for Hope through a friend, she intentionally grew her hair for a year in preparation for
her first shave and cried tears of joy when she finally did it. Her first shave was even more
meaningful when she found out that one of her optician shop customers was suffering from
childhood cancer. Her brave act encouraged others to join her at Hair for Hope in
subsequent years and was a great conversation starter for her to raise childhood cancer
awareness among her relatives, friends and neighbouring shop tenants and customers.

Mr Guek Peng Siong started volunteering at Children’s Cancer Foundation (CCF) since
2006 by helping out at children’s camps. He has been a volunteer photographer since 2010.
After working behind the lenses, he is now ready to put his face — and head — forward to
brave a shave and tell children with cancer that they are not alone in their battle against the
life threatening illness.
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“Children’s Cancer Foundation deeply appreciates the management, staff and volunteers of
Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery for their strong support in organising Hair for
Hope satellite event since 2012. We thank the shavees, donors and sponsors for their
generous giving in so many ways and for standing in solidarity with children affected by
childhood cancer. Together, we shall continue to build a community of support for our
beneficiaries,” says Mr Ho Cheng Huat, Chairperson of CCF.

This year, CCF hopes to encourage at least 6,500 participants to make a bald statement and
raise $3.6 million to help children with cancer and their families. The 2-day main event of
Hair for Hope 2017 will be held on 29 July 2017 (Saturday) from 11am to 7pm and from
11am to 6pm on 30 July 2017 (Sunday) at VivoCity.

Hair for Hope 2017 is made possible through the kind support of Tote Board and Singapore
Turf Club - Major Sponsors, VivoCity — Official Venue, QB Net International Pte Ltd — Official
Hairstylist, MOTHERS AND SONS - Official Brand Partner, Eggsplore Pte Ltd — Official
Digital Partner, CWT Limited — Official Logistics Partner, Singapore Press Holdings Limited—
Official Digital Outdoor Media, MediaCorp OOH Media — Official Out-of-Home Media, White
Paper Communications Pte Ltd — Official Print Partner, SAFRA Radio - Official Radio
Stations, CabbyCare Charity Group, KC Group Pte Ltd, Qualcomm Incorporated via
Give2Asia — Official Partners; 99% Hair Studio, DF Salon, Ecorganics, Hair Fitness, Heritage
Hair Pte Ltd — Supporting Hairstylists.

For media enquiries, please contact:

Ms Pek Chew Lian Ms Tan Yun

Head, Communications Assistant Manager, Marketing Communications
Children’s Cancer Foundation Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery
Contact: 6229 3740/ 9116 4013 Mobile: 9748 8504

Email: pek.chewlian@ccf.org.sg Email: tanyun@kmspks.org

Ms Grace Ong Mr Pua Luck Kheng

Assistant Manager, Communications Senior Manager, Dharma Propagation Office
Children’s Cancer Foundation Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery
Contact: 6229 3741/ 9475 7923 Mobile: 9634 4085

Email: grace.ong@ccf.org.sg Email: luckkheng@kmspks.org
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About Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery

A spiritual sanctuary in urban Singapore to learn the Buddha’s teachings of wisdom and
compassion, practise mindfulness, develop gratefulness and cultivate happiness. Founded
in 1921 by Venerable Sik Zhuan Dao, Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery (KMSPKS)
was the first traditional Chinese forest monastery in Singapore. Over the years, we have
grown dynamically in our Dharma propagation, community involvement and religious
harmony efforts. Today, we are a community of Buddhists who come together to learn,
practise and share the teachings of the Buddha.

About Children’s Cancer Foundation

Children’s Cancer Foundation (CCF) is a non-profit organisation with a mission to improve
the quality of life of children with cancer and their families and children impacted by cancer
through enhancing their emotional, social and medical well-being.

Founded in 1992, CCF provides children with cancer and their families the much needed
support in their battle against the life threatening iliness. Over the years, CCF has helped
more than 2800 children and their families at different stages of the iliness.

Armed with the vision of providing leading resources and psychosocial services to children
and their families impacted by childhood cancer, CCF employs professional caseworkers
and counsellors, and adopts an integrated hospital-community-home service model to offer a
spectrum of critical services to our beneficiaries.

Services offered to children with cancer and their families

* Casework and Counselling

* Therapeutic Play

* Art Therapy

* Play Therapy

* Expressive Arts Therapy

e Child Life Service

* Caregivers Support Services

* Hospital Play Services

* Survivorship Programme

* Back-to-School Service

* Place for Academic Learning and Support (PALS)
* Tuition and Befriending

* Psychosocial and Recreational Activities
* Financial Assistance

* Palliative and Bereavement Service
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CCF 25" Anniversary

In 2017, CCF commemorates its 25 years of serving children with

cancer and families. The 25" anniversary logo comprises three ZSYEARS
human figures representing the CCF beneficiaries, partners and the Together‘

community, held and knitted together by the CCF flower — tulip. we are stronger

Tulips are among the first flowers to blossom after a long winter. As
a herald of spring and given its association with new life and growth, the tulip is a symbol of
resilience and hope for our young patients.

The logo depicts the concerted efforts in supporting children with cancer and providing them
with opportunities to grow in strength and realise their potential. Unity is strength and
together we are stronger in helping the children win their battle against cancer.

About Hair for Hope (HfH)

HfH is the only head-shaving event in Singapore that serves to raise funds and awareness of
childhood cancer. Every shaven head represents an understanding by an individual of the
ordeals that a child with cancer is subjected to. By volunteering to shave, the shavees
become CCF’s ambassadors in spreading childhood cancer messages to their family,
friends and colleagues.

Through this symbolic gesture, we aim to:

1. Create awareness of childhood cancer in Singapore

2. Show children with cancer and their families that they are not alone in their fight against
cancer

3. Tell children with cancer that it is OK to be bald

4. Raise funds to help children with cancer and their families

5. Build a community of support for children with cancer and their families

The funds raised will enable CCF to continue providing critical programmes and services to
assist our children with cancer and their families to cope with the needs at different stages of
the illness.
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